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Module Syllabus

Module Name: Semantics
Module Number: ……461……..
Level: ………Year 4……………………………………….

Credit Hours: ………3…………………………..

Prerequisite / Co-Requisite: ……201……………………

Lecturer (Name, Academic Rank) Professor Mahmoud Al-Khatib

Office Hours: Sunday+Tuesday+Thursday: 11:15-12:15 A.M. 

            Office Number: Phone: 23407………………………

E-mail: mahmoud@just.edu.jo

Aims (Module Purpose):

The fundamental goal of this course is to enable the students to comprehend the meaning of what he reads or listens to. It teaches the students that the meaning is the combination of word meaning, sentence meaning and his knowledge of the word, i.e. the background information which the student possesses. Therefore it is vital that student becomes acquainted with lexical semantics, sentence semantics and pragmatics. The student is expected, at the end of this course, to understand the intricacies of what is said fairly discriminately
Teaching Methods:
Lectures and homework.

Learning Outcomes:

1. Students should have a detailed knowledge of the central semantic notions
   and be able to illustrate and apply these concepts to new data.

2. Students should be able to analyze real textual sentences of English using
   the descriptive methods developed in the course.
3. Students should develop skills for abstracting and synthesizing fro  empirical
   data, for problem solving, and for testing and revising hypotheses.

4. Students should develop skills of successful self-directed study and
   learning, with appropriate time-management.
Module Outline:

	Week
	Date
	Subject

	(1)
	10/2-14/2
	Introduction to Semantics

	(2)
	17/2-21/2


	Basic ideas in Semantics

	(3)
	24/2-28/3


	Sentences, utterances, and propositons

	(4)
	2/3-6/3


	Reference and sense

	(5)
	9/3-13/3


	Referring expressions, Predicates



	(6)
	16/3-20/3
	Predicates, referring expressions, and universe of discourse

First exam

	(7)
	23/3-27/3
	Predicates, referring expressions, and universe of discourse

	(8)
	30/4-3/4
	Deixis and definiteness

	(9)
	6/4-10/4
	Words and things

	(10)
	13/4-17/4
	Words and things

	(11)
	20/4-24/4
	Sense properties and stereotypes

	(12)
	27/4-1/5
	Sense properties and stereotypes

Second exam

	(13)
	4/5-8/5
	Sense relations (1)

	(14)
	11/5-15/5
	Sense relations (2)

	(15)
	18/5-22/6
	Revision for the Final Exam

	(16)
	25/5-3/6
	Final exam


Modes of Assessment:

	Modes of Assessment
	Score
	Date

	First Exam
	30
	16/3/2008

	Second Exam
	30
	27/4/2008

	Final Exam 
	40
	--------


( Make-up exams will be offered for valid reasons only with consent of the Dean. Make-up exams may be different from regular exams in content and format.

Attendance Policy:

Lecture attendance is mandatory. Student is allowed maximally 15% absentia of the total module hours.

More than this percentage, student with an excuse will be drawn from the module. Otherwise, student will be deprived from the module with zero mark assigned.

Expected Workload:

On average you should expect to spend at least (3.) hours per week on this module.

Text Book(s):

Title: Semantics: A coursebook
Author: James R. Hurford & Brendan Heasley
Publisher: Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
In addition to the above, the lecturer will provide the students with
       some handouts.
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